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philanthropy.    He wrote frequently upon
banks and banking;  his  " Epidemic and
Pestilential Diseases " is pronounced by an
authority to  have great historical value;
he was one of the founders of the Connect-
icut Academy of Arts  and Sciences; and
in the numerous list  of his writings one
comes upon such oddly assorted subjects as
an account of a tornado in Wethersfield,
a cure for cancer, upon white-washing, the
mental arithmetic  of   a negro, on winds,
upon female education, on the decomposi-
tion of white-lead paint, a dissertation on
the supposed change in the temperature of
winter, upon names of streets in New York,
on yellow fever,  on  the  age  of literary
men, and one  article with  the suggestive
title  " Number of Deaths in the Episco-
pal Church in New York in each Mouth
for Ten Years."   He had a passion for sta-
tistics which took an odd turn.  In his diary
one constantly finds an enumeration of the
houses in the town which he  happens to
be visiting.    " During his brief residence
in New York," says one biographical sketch,
" Mr. Webster numbered the houses in the
city, and found that they were thirty-five
11